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March Madness has come to Buffalo again, and I am attending the games!
There will be upsets and Cinderella teams winning as well as some of the
favorites playing great basketball!

March Madness is also being played on the weekend that we welcome in
the first day or Spring and the weather has been cold/warm/rain/snow and
barely sunny.

March Madness happens during Lent too.

All of these things are swirling in my mind as I try to focus on this article.
What is there to gather from these seemingly random occurrences.
Time marches on, and there are many things we cannot control, however
there is much we can rely on.  James writes, “Every generous act of giving,
with every perfect gift, is from above coming down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”  1:17

Jesus has brought into the world a life choice from the Father of Lights.
That life choice is the act of giving generously.  So in the midst of confusion,
chaos, upsets, and time marching on  there is one thing that is to be kept in
the forefront, GIVING GENEROUSLY.  Looking outside ourselves and
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seeing needs and fulfilling them.  Helping to make this world God created
better and more livable for all people and creatures.

Disciplines of Lent are meant to help us focus on what is needed. And the
prophet Micah puts it plainly to God’s people…” He has told you, O mortal,
what is good;  and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.”

Maybe March isn’t so confusing when Jesus shows us the way.

Yours in Christ
Pastor Fred.

Council …

 Augustana, Trinity Old Lutheran, and Good Shepherd continue to
meet and share. On Saturday, May 2, everyone is invited to attend
an all day three-church retreat. This will be followed by worshiping
together on May 3.  Both the retreat and worship service will be at
Good Shepherd.

 A new water heater was installed.  Heating issues (some places
too cold, others too hot, due to a hard winter…) continue to be
worked on.

 Easter Sunday would be a lovely day to invite family and friends to
join us at worship.  There will also be an Easter breakfast and Egg
Hunt!

 There is an expected $19,000 deficit, due to increased energy bills
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(especially natural gas, a difficult winter…), How can you help?:
please use the monthly yellow envelopes in your offering
envelope box. Donations to cover utilities are running below
budget.  Thank you!

Thank you:

Thank you for adorning the chancel with flowers!

Thank you for your coffee hour donations for those in need.

Many thanks to all who baked, cooked, set up, advertised, purchased
chili and baked goods...  Proceeds went to help Josh Kennedy’s fund,
Patrick’s lawyer fees…, and to the needs of our congregation.  :

Many thanks to all who are supporting Patrick in so many ways.
Patrick is so very thankful.

Thank you to all who helped us host the March 18th Lent soup supper and
service. It was a lovely evening.

Thank you to everyone who joins us through Zoom!  It is so good to
worship together.

Thank you for all the little things, big things, and all the in-betweens you
do for our congregation, our neighbors, and the world!

Congratulations

Devie Ellis will celebrate the 45th anniversary of her ordination
on June 7th.

Dave Ellis will celebrate the 45th anniversary of his ordination
on June 14th

This will be 34 years for Pastor Fred (and 15 years for me)
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“Serve one another humbly in faith.” Galatians 5:13

We receive requests for driving and permit lessons almost every week.  And
sometimes, we get a rush of requests.  Now is one of those times.  There
have probably been 3 new requests this week alone.   Their requests are to
help their families, help further their education, help them to find and have
work… --- all to help them become better neighbors, parents, students, …

In the last few weeks, we have received $8.000 of our $10,000 grant money.
Just this week, three more refugees and immigrants will begin their nine (+
the road test) free lessons through Stevens Driving School.  (a cost of
$795.00 each)

Immigration is on the forefront of many thoughts, I think, especially in recent
years.  Our Sunday prayers include refugees and immigrants in “THE
PRAYERS” regularly.   The prayers printed below are from recent church
prayers.  (January, March 2026 Sundays and Seasons)

Dear Friends, let us pray:

“As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken
us to share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of
understanding, celebration, and welcome for all.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure
of Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned,
especially, we pray for Patrick. We pray for those in authority.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression,
or illness. Bring an end to social injustice and inequities of every kind, so
that all people may have abundant life.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations
and peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class,
nationality, moral conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel
unimportant, and transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and
prejudice. Care for all in special need this day .
Merciful God, receive our prayer.”

God of all, we rejoice in the gifts of the immigrant, the refuge, the asylum
seeker…, our RIDE neighbors, and their loved ones.  Help us to welcome
and invite and walk alongside them each day with joy and thanksgiving.
Help us to be gifts to all our neighbors, both near and far.  Amen.
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Seasonal Clothing Collection

     We are collecting Seasonal clothes for Good Shepard
     Lutheran Church during the months of April and May.

     Please make sure the clothes are clean and have no stains or
     are new. You can donate any type of clothing but larger size

             are greatly needed.

     Any questions, talk to Paulette Hotchkiss. Thank you
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