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“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just
as in fact you are doing”  1 Thessolonians 5:11

I am leaving, but I still have you for a little while longer and want the
transition and future to go well.  So, I’ve been thinking about what to
leave you with as you enter into this transition time.  During this
transition there will be a big need for all people of the congregation
to be involved.  I hope that each one of the members and friends of
our congregations think about this transition as short term  and how
they can help it be successful.  One way is to support and continue
the servant ministries that are evident with each congregation.
Another way is to use as an example Geese.   These are lessons I
use in coaching leaders.  It’s helpful and Anne and I like birds. Here
are lessons that we can learn from Geese.

  As each bird flaps its wings. It creates an uplift for others
behind it.  There is 71% more flying range in a V-formation than
flying alone
Lesson: People who share a common direction and a sense of
common purpose can get there quicker.
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 Whenever a goose flies out of formation it quickly feels the
drag and tries to get back into position.
Lesson:  It’s harder to do something alone than together.

 When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back into formation
and another goose flies at the head
Lesson:  Shared leadership and interdependence gives each
of us a chance to lead as well as opportunities to rest.

 The geese in formation honk from behind to encourage those
up front to keep up their speed.
Lesson: We need to make sure our honking is encouraging
and not discouraging (see Bible quote above.)

 When a goose gets sick or wounded and falls, two geese fall
out with it until it revives or dies.  Then they catch up and join
another flock.
Lesson: Stand by your fellow members in difficult times and
well as in good.

I will be quacking from behind as TOL and Augustana and it’s
people take on the challenges of transition and exploration of a
bright future together with Good Shepherd.

Peace,  Pastor Fred



3

Council …

 On Sunday, April 26, Augustana, Trinity Old Lutheran, and
Good Shepherd voted on whether to join in serious
planning about how the three churches can merge, to
insure a prosperous future.  Second, if it becomes
necessary, we are willing to sell our church building. There
was good discussion before all three congregations passed
the motion.

 May 2nd a large group from each congregation attended a
meaningful day-long workshop.  May 3rd we worshiped
together at Good Shepherd.

 Sunday, June 7 all three churches will worship together at
TOL at 11am.

 How can you help to lessen the deficit?:  Please use the
monthly yellow envelopes in your offering envelope box to
make donations.  Thank you!

 On July 11th, we will have a flea market.  (more info. to
come soon)
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 Our Annual Meeting will be Sunday, June 28th, following
worship.  Your presence is important.

 Pastor Fred will retire on Sunday, July 26.  There will be a
worship service and picnic at Emery Park, South Wales to
celebrate.  More info. to come.

Other happenings…

 About five members helped to beautify the Augustana
grounds for Earth Day.

 The gardens continue to look more and more beautiful each
week!

 June is Pride Month.  There will be PRIDE and “diversity”
bracelets available in the narthex on the table.

Thank you

Thank you to Ed and the choir for their beautiful music!

Thank you to the bell ringers.

Thank you for adorning the chancel with flowers!

Thank you for your coffee hour donations that assist so many.

Thank you for our busy gardeners!!! Our grounds all look
beautiful.

Thank you for your generous giving to help Josh Kennedy
through his health issues…  (I believe over $700 was raised
through coffee hour donations.)

Many thanks to all who are supporting Patrick in so many
ways.  Patrick is so very thankful.  Please continue to keep him
in prayer.
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Thank you to everyone who joins us through Zoom!  It is so
good to worship together

Many thanks to Dave Schmahl for taking care of our AED
defibulator. He has replaced the battery and pads and
contributed to their cost.

Thank you for all the little things, big things, and all the in-
betweens you do for our congregation, our neighbors, and the
world!

Devie Ellis will celebrate the 45th anniversary of her ordination
on June 7th.

Dave Ellis will celebrate the 45th anniversary of his ordination
on June 14th

Pastor Fred will celebrate the 34th anniversary of his ordination
on July 12, (and 15 years. on Dec.3rd  for
me).

Congratulations

Congratulations to Emily and Anthony Gobbi, who recently
married and to their loved ones…. including Tom and Donna
Bartkowski.
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“Serve one another humbly in faith.” Galatians 5:13

The RIDE program is in its 18th year.  WOW!  Thank you so much for your
help and support throughout the years and this year.  We are so thankful for
the increased support through our chili and chowder sales (this year)…

We are hoping to have learner permit classes.  Right now, we are providing
driving lessons, the 5 hour course, and road tests to twelve students from
India, Iraq, Afghanistan, and many other countries.  They are all so very
thankful for this opportunity to be more independent, to help their families
and others, to continue their studies and so much more.  We also have
about 14 students waiting for lessons.  Just this week, we received the last
portion of our $10,000 grant from Lutheran Charities…

We hope to offer several more students lessons during the summer.

Thank you!
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Many thanks to our students for regularly coming to Sunday school
and participating in Pastor’s messages…, for your part in Sunday
worship, and so many other things.

Thank you families and the congregation for your support
throughout the year in so many ways.

Thank you to our teachers for the special activities, your
preparations for classes, and for teaching...  See you in
September!!!.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS
 This year, we leaned into curiosity, courage, and creativity as

we explored what it means to cultivate a GRACE mindset in a
season of experimentation.

 The guest speakers were  the Rev. Dr. Carmelo Santos,
Director of Theological Diversity and Engagement for the ELCA
Churchwide organization, and the Rev. Dr. Karyn Wiseman,
Stuempfle-Folkemer Professor of Homiletics at United
Lutheran Seminary.  (She was my homiletics/preaching
professor in Philadelphia.)
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 A theme Bible verse was Isaiah 43: 19 19 I am about to do a
new thing;

 Experimentation is finding something new, supporting the new,
saying yes, yes and, taking action…, wonder together

 $21,956.95 was given to World Hunger (We contributed
$150!!!)

 Deacon Rachel Sosebee is the new Associate to the Bishop for
Transitions.

 We are a connected church.  We need connectivity.

 Good Shepherd is celebrating 75 years.

 Devie Ellis, Dave Ellis are celebrating their 45 year anniversary
of their ordination, Rev. John Scarafia is celebrating 55 years.

 Lindsay Standard was elected the new Vice President of the
synod.

 Upstate New York has a new logo

 Consider who we are and what we as a congregation are
becoming

 We have a story to tell!!!

 North Greenbush Church was welcomed as a new member of
the ELCA and Upstate New York.
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Seasonal Clothing Collection

     We are collecting Seasonal clothes for Good Shepard
     Lutheran Church during the months of June and July.

     Please make sure the clothes are clean and have no stains or
     are new. You can donate any type of clothing but larger size

             are greatly needed.

     Any questions, talk to Paulette Hotchkiss. Thank you
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The children planted flowers last Sunday at Augustana. They had
fun and the pots look lovely. Their help is much appreciated and
they each got to take a plant home.

Last winter was rough on our garden.  A lot of work has gone into
keeping the gardens maintained this spring. The next time you are
at Augustana, check out the beautiful work of our parishioners, and
the results of their efforts,
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