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“for on the way they had argued with one another who was the
greatest.  Jesus sat down, called the twelve , and said to them,
whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.”
Mark  9:34-35

When I was in fifth grade, I rode my bike a mile to school through
our village.  I was proud to be a fifth grader.  In our elementary
school  fifth grade was the highest grade.  I was so proud to be a
fifth grader that one day, I remember this vividly, I was riding my
bike past younger children, in lower grades on my way home from
school. I was riding my bike without my hands on the handle bars.
They were  probably either straight up in the air or laid smugly
across my stomach.  Passing all the younger children, from the
middle of the road, I yelled, “I’m a big fifth grader!”( or something of
the sort)  I was showing off and claiming my greatness.   As I was
proclaiming my superiority  I hit a bump in the road and fell off my
bike scraping my skin, tearing my clothes, causing bruising on my
body,  but mostly I experienced embarrassment. (how the mighty
have fallen) lol

I thought about this incident in my past when I read the above quote
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from Mark.  It reminded me of Jesus’ other quote in Matthew that
the ‘last shall be first and the first shall be last”  I displayed hubris,
and claimed to be number one, whereas the truth with Jesus is that
those who are first or number one are not the greatest but are the
oppressed, the widow, the child, the stranger, and the poor.  The
Last are first.  The Least of these are priority.

“Then he took a little child and put it among them, and taking it in
his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes on such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me
but the one who sent me.”  Mark 9:36-37

So what is the big fifth grader’s calling?  What is the well off,
healthy, cisgendered male, employed, and nonimmigrant’s calling?

To be the servant.  To recognize our privilege and support others in
becoming safe, whole, employed, protected, fed, housed and
strengthened in our society.

Falling on the ground helped me realize that I am called to help lift
people up off the ground to a better place.

Maybe this holiday season we can be a lifter of our fellow siblings.

in Christ.
Pastor Fred
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Council:

 Augustana, Trinity Old Lutheran, and Good Shepherd worshiped,
ate and chatted together (coffee hour) together in October
(Reformation Sunday) and  November (Veteran’s Day). Our next
shared worship and coffee hour will be Sunday, December 7
(Christmas pageant) at 10:00 am at Good Shepherd.

 With the help of Devie Ellis, Andrew Gruszka, a sound system
consultant, Pastor, and Paulette Hotchkiss we have been
improving the sound system in the sanctuary and on Zoom. One of
the final steps will be the installation of a camera (soon), and
several other tweaks…Thank you for your input and help.

 Our November council meeting was held on Thursday, November
20.  New business was recommending the approval of the 2026
budget at our Annual Budget Meeting.   It follows worship on
Sunday, December 14.  Your presence is important.

 Stewardship letters were sent out the week of November 9 th.
Thank you for your generous giving.

 The overhang roof over the front entrance has been fixed to allow
for proper drainage of water.

 The Augustana, Trinity Old Lutheran, and Good Shepherd
committee recommended each church have inspections and
appraisals for future conversations.  These have been completed.

 We look forward to electrical work to begin in the spring.
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Thank you:

Thank you for coffee hour!  It is filled with love and goodness and
goodies!

Thank you for everyone who helped make the chicken chowder sale so
successful!  Special thanks to Nora’s idea and leadership, Judy’s
“decorations,” Donna’s work on publicity, the kitchen crew, the potato
cookers and dicers, Gary’s setting up and taking down…, Devie’s gift of
Thrivent money, all of you who purchased chowder, and so many others!!!

Thank you for adorning the chancel with flowers!

Thank you for your coffee hour donations for those in need.

Thank you to everyone who joins us through Zoom!  It is so good to
worship together.

Thank you for all the little things, big things, and all the in-betweens you
do for our congregation, our neighbors, and the world!

Wishing all of you a blessed Advent and Christmas season.  Thank you for
the gift of you!

Sunday School is held after Service on the 1st and last Sunday of each
month.  Please spread the news about Sunday School to your friends and
neighbors.  We’d love to have them “come and see.”

Again, thank you so much for your encouragement and support.
Dave Ellis, Linda Sokoley, and Johanna Andritz
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“Serve one another humbly in faith.” Galatians 5:13

We are so thankful to announce that Augustana has, again, received a
$10,000 grant from Lutheran Charities, in conjunction with The Lutheran
Foundation, for 2026.

The majority of this year’s grant money has been used for our learner permit
classes, learner permits, and driving lessons.  Learner permits cost about
$75 and ten driving lessons for one student, now,  cost $795.00.  A small
amount of money has been left for the possibility of a few applicants being
ready for lessons this month or next.

As always, those in our program are so very thankful for this gift of greater
independence and broader community.

Thank you for helping so many immigrants and refugees receive their
learner permits and learn to drive so that they can:  go to school, go to work,
go to the grocery store, pick up their children, take their children to
appointments and activities and so much more!

Drive safely!



6

Sermon Discussion / InputSermon Discussion / InputSermon Discussion / Input

Join Pastor Fred in a bag lunch discussion of the texts for the next month
of sermons. The next discussion group will be Wednesday, December 17,
in the Fireside Lounge at TOL at noon for two hours. Please inform Pastor
Fred if you are interested, so he can prepare enough materials.

Food Pantry
Augustana will now be collecting non-perishable food items for Good
Shepherd’s food pantry. Please bag your donations. Bags are available by
the food collection tote.
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Winter Clothing Collection

We are collecting WINTER ONLY clothes for Good Shepard
Lutheran Church during the month of December and January.

Please make sure the clothes are clean and have no stains or
are new. You can donate any type of winter clothing but larger size
sweatshirts and coats are greatly needed.

Any questions, talk to Paulette Hotchkiss. Thank you
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