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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

A hymn favorite of mine is, “My Life Flows On in Endless Song,” by Robert Lowry.  For me 
it is a lilting, powerful, contemplative hymn.  It’s refrain echoes a strong trust in God:  
“NO storm can shake my in-most calm while to the Rock I’m clinging.  Since Christ is 
Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?” The song’s stanzas repeat the 
ability to sing despite struggles and hardship.    
 

Grief, illness, Covid anxiety, world situations like war, famine, and disasters, national dis-
tress, family situations, depression and more can be endured through trust in Jesus, the 
cornerstone, the rock to which we cling.  
 

“What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth”   
 

We trust more so now, as we are in the Easter season.  We can sing more openly amidst 
the storms of life and be assured that we are not alone, and that on the cross we have 
been given the promise of “starting over” through God’s forgiveness.  Also, death, which 
we anticipate from the day we are born is less of a focus; for Jesus, in his resurrection has 
it conquered.  And we, free of this burden can prioritize life, service, hope and singing as 
we move forward in our lives. 
 

“Through all the tumult and the strife. I hear that music ringing. It finds an echo in my 
soul. How can I keep from singing?”  
 

May “in-most calm” grip you this month and a renewed sense of singing fill your heart 
and bring you hope. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Pastor Fred 
 

“Be still and know that I am God”  Psalm 46:10 



NEW OUTREACH PROJECT:  
STAINED GLASS COLORING AND BIBLE STORY BOOK 

 

      Augustana is fortunate to have 20 beautiful stained glass windows that tell stories from the  
Bible. Paula Kerr has transformed all of the windows into a beautiful coloring book that includes 
the Bible story for each window. The coloring books are for people of all ages. We are asking for 
donations of $20 for each book.   
     100% of the donations for this first printing of 50 books goes to our Outreach program,  
specifically to Lutheran World Relief for aid to the people of Ukraine.  
     If we have future printings, a portion of the proceeds will go to  our Outreach program, which 
helps people locally and around the world.  

                              BIBLE STUDY:  PHILIPPIANS 
 

Pastor will be diving into Paul’s letter to the Philippians in May.  It will take 

place on Fridays: May 7, 14, 21, and 28, from 10—11:30, both in Augustana 

and on Zoom.  All are invited to attend the sessions that fit their schedule.  

Please ask Pastor Fred for the zoom link: augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com.  

                 NEW MEMBER SUNDAY, MAY 29 
 

On Sunday, May 29 during the worship service,  
we will welcome a new member into Augustana’s church family. 

Please contact Pastor Fred if you would also like to become a member on May 29,  
or if you may like to become a member in the future: 
(716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com.  

Thank you to Paula Kerr for the many hours she dedicated to  
transforming the windows so their meaning and beauty can be shared.   



 

MORE OUTREACH NEWS    By Paula Kerr 
 

 
 
 

 

 

WHERE IS GOD IN THE MIDDLE OF A WAR? 
 

By Marcia Brown, Mission Interpreter for the Upstate New York Synod 
 

Why should it be said among the peoples, “Where is their God?” (Joel 2:17) 
 

The carnage and destruction in Ukraine is hard to watch, and it seems it will only get worse before 
it gets better. The Ukrainian forces and civilians are fighting back valiantly, and the courage of the  
inhabitants is inspiring. But one-quarter of the population has been displaced and the true num-
ber of dead may never be known. It is tempting to ask, where is God in all this?  
 

Here is the good news: God is still present in the midst of war and injustice. Nearly the whole 
world has condemned the brutality of the attacks, and scores of countries are stepping forward in  
solidarity with Ukraine. The ELCA has responded to the crisis with prayer, advocacy and financial 
support through Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR), and as refugees reach other countries, the  
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) helps them get settled. In these ways, our 
Church is carrying out the New Commandment we heard on Maundy Thursday to love one  
another as God has loved us. “They will know we are Christians by our love.” Your congregations’ 
gifts to mission support, and your individual gifts to LDR and LIRS make it happen. Thank you! 

 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

May Outreach Collection: Cereal 
 

Throughout the month of May we will be   
collecting cereal for children and adults.  

It will be donated to the Community of Good  
Neighbors food pantry in the city of Buffalo.   

Outcome of Lenten Diaper Collection 
 

Thank you to the people of Augustana for their  
generous donation of 704 diapers! 



MORE GROUNDSKEEPING HELP NEEDED 
 

We need volunteers to pick up litter and branches on the property. Contact Lance Scarafia if you 

can be part of this crew: 970-0170 / ministeraugustana@yahoo.com  . Thank you.  

GARDEN NOTES 
 

Spring is here, and with it, new growth in our gardens.  Some 

of the beauty is already here, for example in the weeping 

cherries on the Rockland side.  
 

Most of the plants and flowers are still emerging.  The lilacs 

were pruned last year, and now have many new buds. Hostas 

are starting to come up near the new Rockland side door. 
 

Native plants are starting to come up in the ‘drain pipe’  

garden in the shade near the elevator door, and in the sunny half circle garden on the Rockland side. 
 

Paul is going to keep the shrubs trimmed near the church entrance and down the sidewalk toward 

Eggert, Tom trims other shrubs and trees, and Donna weeds and has a goal of planting more 

perennial flowers in order to get the church gardens designated as a Monarch Waystation.   
 

There is a great need for additional help in doing routine weeding and trimming.  Please consider 

how you may be able to use your skills to help keep the gardens beautiful. Talk to Donna in the 

church office for a tour and to learn more. 

Augustana has some items we no longer need. If you are interested in any of these items (free),  

please talk to Gary Hotchkiss by Sunday, May 8.   

TV (26”, CRT), Microwave oven, Swivel desk chair with arms (adjustable height). 

MESSAGES FROM LANCE SCARAFIA, EVANGELISTIC MINISTER 
 

        We have resumed our Prayer Partner ministry. This takes place after the church service at the 
side altar area. I will pray with you, confidentially. Masks are required. Please talk to me if you have 
any questions. 
 

        I am also blessed to announce that I am building our ministry one prayer at a time. Visiting the  

home-bound and sick is going to be one of my top priorities.  If you would like to be part of this  

ministry, please contact me. I will give you communion and can share prayers or readings. I will wear 

a mask. I am looking forward to talking with you soon.     

        Peace and blessings, Lance Scarafia, Evangelistic Minister.  



 

HAPPENING AT ABIDING SAVIOR 
 

Your friends at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church invite you to participate in:  GRIEF/SHARE ®  
 

“GriefShare® is a network of thousands of grief recovery support groups meeting around the 
world.  It’s a program with direction and purpose.  With GriefShare® you will learn how to walk  
the journey of grief and be supported on the way.  It is a place where grieving people find healing 
and hope.”   
 

Wednesdays at 1:00 PM         May 4 through July 27, 2022 
 

Abiding Savior     1534 Ruie Rd.      North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
 

If you are interested in (or undecided about) attending, and would like more information, please call 
Karen Hirnle at 716-694-2514 or leave a message at the church 716-693-0180 

 

HAPPENING AT TRINITY OLD LUTHERAN (TOL) 
 

Adult Ed Classes – 2022:  Learn about world religions with Charlie Schmidtke. 
      Classes are held Mondays at 1 pm, in the Fireside Lounge and on Zoom.   
      This is the revised schedule:    
               May 9: African Tribal Religious experience           May 23: Aboriginal sacredness 
 

Table Talk Discussion Group: Table Talk will be held on the second Wednesday evening of each 
month at 6:30 pm, both in the church and on Zoom. Pastor Fred and Charlie Schmidtke co-host  
the sessions. Hope you can join the group!   May 11: Why do bad things happen to good people?  
 

Contact TOL for a Zoom invite for the classes or for Sunday worship: 
 

836-4868  / trinityoldlutheranchurch@gmail.com    
3445 Sheridan Drive, Amherst, 14226 

 

Worship is at 11:00 on Sundays, in the church and on Zoom.  

 

HAPPENING AT AUGUSTANA 
 

HOPE AND HEALING:  A CHRISTIAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Linda Sokoley, a recent cancer survivor, hosts Hope and Healing, a Christian cancer support group at 
Augustana and via zoom on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 3:00-4:00.  The next meeting is 
May 24. This is an invitation for you, for members of our church or your friends and family who have 
cancer or have gone through a cancer journey.  Each meeting includes a Bible reading, prayer and 
sharing one’s journey if comfortable sharing, or just listening and finding hope in other’s  
stories.  For more info, contact the church office and Linda will respond to you as soon as possible: 
(716) 832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com.   
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Dates to Remember at Augustana 
 

May 6, 13, 20 (Fridays): 10-11:30 Pastor Fred’s Bible Study, Philippians 
May 24 (Tuesday): Christian Cancer Support Group, 3 – 4 pm, in Augustana and on Zoom. 
May 19 (Thursday): Council Meeting, Zoom, @7 pm. 
May 27 (Friday): 10-11:30 Pastor Fred’s Bible Study, Philippians 
June 12 (Sunday): Congregational meeting in the sanctuary following the 9:30 church service 
July 10 (Sunday): Augustana worships at TOL at 11:00, followed by celebration in honor of  
                               Pastor Fred’s ordination anniversary.  

Covid Health and Safety Update  by Paulette Hotchkiss 
 

Augustana's COVID Health and Safety Committee mask mandate has been removed. Masks are now 

optional. If you have any questions about this, please contact Paulette Hotchkiss through the 

church office.  

If you start to feel sick or test positive for Covid after you have been in church, contact Beth Kerr 

(716-553-0385). Beth has been trained as a contract tracer and can help communicate to anyone 

that has been a close contact while at church.  

Thank you for your offerings and donations.  
You can give your offering at church, US mail it to church, or give online through Tithe.ly.  

(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 

Christ in Our Home daily devotional for April— June  and Happy Times for children,  April—May 
are available in the church entry hall.  Please contact the church office to have one mailed to you. 
 

Worship on Cable TV 
 

Lutheran worship is available on Cable TV Channel 5, MeTV, Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Previous services 
are at https://stpaulseggertsville.com/   or on YouTube (search for WNY Church Unleashed.)  

Thank You 
Thank you to our church family for all the prayers and cards sent to my sister during her illness!  

She truly enjoyed the cards and prayers sent to her which brightened her day. Love Nora & Kathy 


