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Go in peace
Go in kindness

Go in love
Go in faith

Leave the day
The day behind us

Day is done
Go in grace
Let us go

Into the dark
Not afraid
Not alone

Let us hope
By some good pleasure

Safely to
Arrive at home

Let us hope
By some good pleasure

Safely to
Arrive at home

Sam Baker
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These lyrics are from the artist Sam Baker’s song, Go in Peace.
I was doing a search to find some way of saying “peace be with
you,” for my last article and I stumbled on these song lyrics.  The
lyrics said what I was hoping for and what I was feeling in my heart.

The day before I started searching for a way to say peace be with
you, we found out that Patrick was released from his detention in
California City and is arriving in Buffalo today.  By the time you get
this newsletter that will be old news.   However, the sentiment in
this song sums up the journey that Patrick and his church have led
these last seven months.  The closing lines “safely to arrive at
home” has been a mantra, refrain, and a continued hope for Patrick
and we who want him to be reunited with his family away from
danger and fear.

The lines “going in peace, kindness, love, and faith” describes
Patrick and how he faced this journey.  His entering darkness
without fear has been a witness to us and one I will try to emulate
when faced with a daunting and unknown future.  I am so glad
Patrick can continue his quest to have USA be his and family’s
“safely home” destination.

Now for Trinity Old Lutheran, Augustana, Anne and me, we are on
a journey too.  Our journey has two or possibly three different
directions into the darkness of the unknown.  I don’t think we can
travel it without a little fear, but we do not go it alone.  As our
reassuring Jesus said to his disciples, he says to us, “I am with you
till the end of the age.’  In John 14, Jesus also says to his disciples
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you…. And the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send will teach you
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everything and remind you of all that I have said to you”  We are not
alone, and together we don’t have to be afraid, yet we have a
shared goal to land safely where we are going and maintain the
values we started out with; peace, kindness, love, and faith.  When
we travel with this mindset into the unknown, we are bound to find a
new place to land safely and full of hope.

I thank God that Patrick’s journey has led hime back with us, and I
pray for him and his family’s continued quest “Safely to arrive
home.”   I pray for Trinity Old Lutheran, Augustana, with Good
Shepherd as you head into the unknown, the darkness of the
future, and that you do it with hope and know you are not alone.
And I thank you all for keeping Anne and me in your thoughts and
prayers as we travel and look to “safely arrive home” in our next
adventure in Montana.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Fred
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Dear Family in Christ,
Thank you first of all for all your prayers. My procedure on the 4th
was a success. (Now all I have to do is keep myself from raising my
hands high and singing “halleluiah,” and “praise ye the Lord” until I
am healed!) 

There are many words to describe how Anne and I are feeling a
week after the celebration worship service and picnic. We are
overwhelmed by the love you have shown us. We are blessed by all
of you; by the people who planned, worked at, and brought food for
this special day, and all who attended. It was a joy to share this day
with each of you and to have you meet our family, whose stories
have been in many sermons.  We are grateful for the ministry we
have shared during our years with Trinity Old Lutheran and
Augustana.  We are emotional as we read and reflect on your kind
words, thoughtful cards, gifts and generosity.

Thank you for your support and good wishes.  We keep everyone in
our prayers as we move towards the next part of our life. Our
journey together continues as family in Christ where borders do not
separate us from God’s love through Jesus Christ.  

In Love and appreciation,
Fred and Anne



5

Looking ahead to September, SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL BEGIN
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH!  HOORAY!

All children about Grades 1 and 6 are invited to join us after the
children have communed (at the beginning of communion time).
We meet downstairs in the Sunday School room next to Luther Hall
where we have coffee hour and end about 11:00am.  Snacks are
served.

PLEASE spread the news that Sunday School is coming!!!
See you in September!!!.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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“Serve one another humbly in faith.” Galatians 5:13

We have set a date for our next learner permit class.  The classes
will be held at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church across the street from
the Anchor Bar.  (Maybe one of our snacks could be chicken wings!

) The dates are Saturday, September 12 and Saturday,
September 19 from 9:00 am – Noon.  At the completion of the two
day classes, the participants will receive a gift card to purchase
their learner permit.  (The cost of a learner permit is about $75.00)
We are hoping all seven applicants are able to attend.
Thank you for the money we have received through church sales.
It is a blessing.!
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Our Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, June 28th, following
worship. The Annual Meeting helps us to celebrate what God is
doing in this place through each of you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you! Thanks be to God for all we are able to do.  Looking
forward what’s next!

Thank you to Linda Sokoley, council secretary, and Nate
Lockhart, Reconciling in Christ for serving on council for two
terms. (6 years)

May 2nd a large group from each congregation attended a
meaningful day-long workshop.  May 3rd we worshiped together
at Good Shepherd.

Sunday, June 7 all three churches worshipped together at TOL.

Our Tri-church worship and picnic will be August 30 at Veteran’s
Memorial  Park in Tonawanda, beginning at 10:00am.

September 20: Tri-church worship will be at Good Shepherd at
11:00 am

October 25: Tri-church worship Reformation Sunday will be at
Augustana at 9:30am

November 15:  Tri-church worship Veteran’s Day worship will be
at TOL at 11:00am

December 6: Tri-church worship Christmas program at Good
Shepherd

On July 11th, we had our first (in a long time)  flea market.  Hot
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dogs and drinks we served.  It was good to see some purchasers
from Good Shepherd and TOL!  Thank you for your help, your
donations and your purchases!  Thank you to Judy Thomas,
Kathy Maishak and the entire team who set up, closing and
helped in between!  Thankfully, the weather was perfect!
Proceed went to the RIDE program, Patrick’s fund, and our
church!  Thank you!

The Tonawanda’s Garden Walk came to Augustana July 18th and
19th!  The gardens were beautiful!  Thank you, Donna Bartkowski,
Gary Kerr, Judy Thomas and the greeters… for always making
our yards look lovely!
Barrett Kratochvil made his First Communion on July 19th.

What a moving worship service, meal, and presentation we had
at Emery Park to celebrate Pastor Fred and Anne.  The setting
was beautiful.

-  There were bubbles, streamers, dancing, playing instruments,
   four or more tables of food, special “Camp Fred” decorations
   and more.

-  Pastor Fred presided at the service.

-  Ed Kramer played the keyboard.

-  The Rev. Sohail Akhtar was Assistant Minister and Synod
   Representative, and

-  Pastor Fred’s brother-in-law The Rev. Dr. Bruce Davis, gave
   the sermon.

-  Earlene Crocker, from TOL, lead a team of about six members
   of both TOL and Augustana who organized lunch, decorations,
   purchasing and collecting for gifts
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-  Pastor Fred and Anne loved our cards and gifts.

-  Thank you to all of you!  Well done!

Pastor Adam Arends begins serving Augustana, Trinity Old
Lutheran and Good Shepherd in September.  We have a
six-month contract together.  At six months, we will see how
things are going.

For the first four months, Pastor Dave Ellis, Pastor Devie Ellis,
Seminarian Jake James (Jake is the husband of Meghan James,
Pastor of St. Martin’s North Tonawanda), Pastor Adam Arends
and I (Johanna Andritz) will be presiding at worship

How can you help to lessen the deficit?:  Please use the
monthly yellow envelopes in your offering envelope box to
make donations.  Thank you!
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Tri - CongregationalTri - CongregationalTri - Congregational
Task ForceTask ForceTask Force

It’s been a busy year.

Since our annual meeting last year, Augustana, Trinity
Old Lutheran, and Good Shepherd have worshiped together
seven times, with attendance always about 90.

The Tri-Congregational Task Force met at least 4 times.

Each congregation had their building inspected and appraised.

Each congregation put $500 into it’s 2026 budget for
Tri-congregational activities and mission.

Each Congregation passed a motion that stated: We as a
congregation are willing to be part of this process of
combining/merger moving forward and that as a congregation
we will be willing to sell our church building.

At the last meeting of the task force we divided up into three
teams.

1. Mission and ministry team: This team will look into what
ministries the congregations have, how they use their building,
and what might the mission and ministry look like together.

2. Legal and Finance Team: will look at present and future legal
matters, and looking at all budgets and what a combined church
might look like.

3. Liturgy and Communication team: will look at what worship



11

we have and what it might look like if we combined. It will also
seek to improve the communication among the churches.

Outcomes from our last Tri-congregational task force meeting;
- Supply backpacks for children In the Ken-ton school
  District
- Collect stuff for “Operation Christmas Child” boxes.
- Possible Tri-congregational photo directory produced by
  people at TOL
- All three churches already collect for Good Shepherd food
  and clothing pantry and do a Thanksgiving meal collection.

The date for the first meeting of the Tri-congregational task force
teams is Tuesday, September 15,  7 pm at Good Shepherd,
People are welcome to join us, please see Johanna Andritz.

Combined worship is schedule is as follows:
- August 30 - picnic at Veteran’s Park, Tonawanda 10:00 am
- September 20 - Worship at Good Shepherd 11:00 am
- October 25 - Reformation at Augustana 9:30 am
- November 15 - Veteran’s Day Worship at TOL 11:00 am
- December 6 - Christmas program at Good Shepherd
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Ken-Ton Closet - School Backpacks

Here is a list of school supplies that we are collecting to fill
backpacks for Ken-Ton Closet distribution.

Please have donations by 8-23-2026 at the latest.
Donations will be delivered to Ken-Ton Closet on 8-25-2026.

Backpack
Crayola Crayons
Crayola Markers

Dry Erase Markers
Mechanical Pencils

Kleenex

Pink Erasers
Pencils

Pencil Sharpeners
Loose Leaf Paper
Colored Folders
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Operation Christmas Child

One of TOL’s outreach programs is packing shoeboxes for children
around the world who don’t receive Christmas gifts.

It is an expression of God’s love for children.

If you would like to join us on this mission, contact Debbie
(716-946-2683) or the TOL church office (726-836-4868).

You can use your own plastic shoebox or we can provide one for
you.

The boxes may be filled with a variety of items that are
appropriate for boys or girls, ages 2-4, 5-9, 10-14.

The biggest need is for boys age 10-14.

Some ideas are dolls, soccer balls with pump, small stuffed
animals, crayons, pencils, markers, note pads, glue sticks, combs,
brushes, hair bans, toothbrushes, wash cloths, and card games.
Also, books, play dough, jewelry, hats, gloves, sunglasses, puzzles,
jump ropes, and yoyos.

Unacceptable items are: candy, toothpaste, food, war-related toys,
liquids, glass items, and soap.

If you are able to include $10 for shipping, that would be
appreciated.

Boxes can be brought to TOL on Sunday, November 15th which is
a joint Veterans service for all three congregations.



20

Bishop Curry Statement on SCOTUS
Immigration Decisions
July 8, 2026

Beloved in Christ,

Grace and peace be with you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Today, I write with a heavy heart.

Recently, the Supreme Court issued a decision that will allow this
administration to proceed with terminating Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) for more than 330,000 people from Haiti and 3,800
from Syria, many of whom have lived in this country for decades.
They are not strangers. They are part of the fabric of our whole
society. The termination of TPS threatens to separate families,
destabilize local economies and force people to return to countries
where they may face severe humanitarian crises, violence and
threats to their very lives.

This ruling comes amid a series of changes in U.S. policy that have
increasingly restricted legal pathways for immigrants and those
seeking protection. Last week the Supreme Court upheld a policy
allowing individuals to be blocked from applying for asylum at the
U.S. border. At the same time, we are witnessing the deportation of
people with pending asylum claims after perfunctory mass hearings
— often without access to legal representation. The refugee
resettlement program, once a sign of this nation’s commitment to
welcome, remains largely closed to most nationalities and races,
with a narrow exception for white South Africans

https://cmsny.org/scotus-tps/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/trumps-tps-policy-is-a-job-killer-and-bad-for-ohio-gov-dewine-says
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/the-us-is-sending-syrian-asylees-back-syria-isnt-ready/
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We are a people shaped by the Word of God, called by the apostle
Paul to “welcome one another … just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God” (Romans 15:7). As Lutherans, we confess a
faith that compels us to welcome and protect the vulnerable, to
honor the dignity God gives every human being, and to uphold laws
and policies that provide refuge to those fleeing violence,
persecution and profound hardship.

In this moment, I invite this church to prayer, lament and action.

As a church, we pray for protection and justice for all TPS holders
— from Haiti and Syria, and for the more than 1.3 million people
who may be affected by this decision, including those from
Venezuela, El Salvador, Myanmar, Ethiopia, Somalia, South Sudan
and many other nations. May God’s mercy surround them and
sustain them in the days ahead.

As a church, we pray for the churches, ministries and leaders of the
ELCA who walk alongside immigrant communities through
accompaniment, advocacy and immigration services. May they be
granted wisdom, strength and courage for the work to which God
has called them.

As a church, we lament the dehumanization of immigrants through
rhetoric rooted in racism, white supremacy, xenophobia and fear —
particularly against Black and Brown immigrants. We reject the
spread of lies and conspiracy theories that falsely accuse these
communities of harm. And we recommit ourselves to speaking
truth, honoring dignity and recognizing every person as made in the
image of God.
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As a church, we call on the administration to do what is just — to
extend TPS protections where conditions remain dangerous and
unstable, and to support comprehensive immigration reform that
reflects both justice and mercy, offering welcome to those who seek
safety within our borders.

And I ask each of you, faithful people of God, to continue the work
of love: through prayer, through advocacy, through accompaniment
and through faithful witness in your communities.
Beloved, in times like these, it is easy to grow weary. But we are not
alone. The God who calls us is faithful. The risen Christ invites us
forward. The presence of the Spirit fills us with the power and
courage to act.

Together, we walk the way of Jesus — with courage, with
compassion and with hope.

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Amen.

In Christ,

The Rev. Yehiel Curry
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Sunday
August 30, 2026

Worship Time: 10:00 am
Veteran’s Memorial Park

777 Niagara St., Tonawanda
Pavilion #2

Join Us
Augustana

Trinity Old Lutheran
Good Shepherd
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