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Sharing the love of Jesus in our changing world. 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,  
patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  
 

Galatians 5:22-23 
 
 

The Spirit sends us forth to serve, we go in Jesus name… begins a familiar hymn.  We sing about  
it yet Lutherans do not acknowledge the Holy Spirit as much as we acknowledge Jesus or the 
creator God.  We need to be reminded that it is the Holy Spirit that empowers us from Baptism  
to our death.  It is the Holy Spirit that challenges us and motivates us to act on Jesus’ Word.   
It seems that the fruit of the Spirit has taken a back seat in our country to what Paul wrote  
before the above list.  Opposite or opposed to the fruit is “fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 
“20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these” vs.20-21.   I would add lying, racism, hate, evil 
intentions, and the list could go on.   
 

We are called to be in the world and not of it. This is especially important NOW so we can  
reflect the fruits of the Spirt and by doing so be witnesses that Jesus is “the way, the truth and 
the life,” and “faith, hope and love abide, but the greatest of these is love.“  
 

We need reminding that we have the power of the Holy Spirit and are called to bear fruit and 
proclaim Jesus in word and deed.   
 

God bless your sharing the fruit this summer. 
 
Peace,  Pastor Fred Kopp 
 



 

HOPE AND HEALING:  A CHRISTIAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Linda Sokoley hosts Hope and Healing, a Christian cancer support group at Augustana and via 
Zoom on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 3:00-4:00.  The next meeting is July 26.  
This group is open to all who have cancer or have gone through a cancer journey.   
For more info, contact the church office:  (716) 832-5720 / augustchurch@yahoo.com.   

BIBLE STUDY: PHILIPPIANS 
 

Pastor Fred’s current Bible Study is on Paul’s letter to the Philippians. It takes 

place from 10—11:30 on Friday July 1 and 8. The sessions are held in both 

the church and on Zoom. 

You may attend any sessions that match your schedule. Contact Pastor Fred 

to obtain a Zoom invitation:  (716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com. 

SUMMER OUTREACH 
 

by Paula Kerr 
 

      Many thanks to our very charitable congregation for their cereal donations  going to Community 
of Good Neighbors. We will continue our food drive for CGN through August.   
 

     I have been in contact with Rev. Kwame and she asks that we please  
     consider the following non-perishable items for their pantry: 
 

              Peanut Butter and Jelly 
              Canned Tuna or Chicken packed in water (no oil) 
              Rice - white brown or combination 
              Beans - canned or dry 
 
      Thank you in advance for your generosity.   
 

BIBLE STORY AND COLORING BOOK 
 

This book, featuring Augustana’s stained glass windows, is available for free to all children who visit 
Augustana. The books are also available to adults for a donation of $20.  100% of the donation goes 
to Lutheran World Relief; specifically to their work in Ukraine. Stop in at church to pick one up, or 
we would be glad to mail one to people out of town.  



Lutheran Charities Upcoming Events 

Freedom/Justice 
 

By Marcia Brown, Mission Interpreter for the Upstate New York Synod 
 

In July the United States celebrates its freedom, its independence from what was in the 1700’s  
oppressive rule. But a quick look around the world reveals that many countries and peoples are not 
free. And not just politically. People are imprisoned by disease, hunger, violence, poverty. Women 
suffer from injustice.  
 

If our faith tells us to love, then justice is love applied to many neighbors. It means more than acting 
out of a sense of charity, or making a donation or volunteering our time.  
"Doing justice" means addressing inequities in political, economic and social systems. It works to  
restore relations among people to the way God intended them to be. It means challenging ourselves 
to step outside our comfort zones.  
 

Through programs, ministries, and in our daily lives, ELCA members are dedicated to understanding 
God’s work for justice in the world. We advocate dignity and justice for all people and stand with 
people in poverty and who are powerless. We lift our voice from an ethic of discipleship and  
willingness to speak for others as a matter of faith. We participate in activities that relieve misery 
and result in peace and reconciliation in local communities and among nations. Read more at the 
ELCA website, click on “Our Work” then “Publicly engaged church.”  
 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

This Augustana favorite is back! See sign up 
sheet in narthex to order tickets, or contact 
the church office to learn more. Order 
deadline is July 10. 

Visit  wnylutherancharities.org  
to learn more about the golf tournament.  



Linda Sokoley shares this prayer with us that 
complements Pastor’s article on page 1:  
 
Generous Father, thank you for being a Good 
Father who gives us good gifts. Thank you for 
your Holy Spirit that dwells in my heart. The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness and faithfulness.  May I 
grow in these things through the work of the 
Spirit within me. Let me be filled with your 
peace as I persevere through the wind and 
waves of life.  May grace, mercy and peace 
be with me, from God the Father and from 
Jesus Christ the Son, and from the Holy  
Spirit.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Opportunities to serve at Augustana 
 

At Augustana, there are many ways to serve. How can you use your interests and talents to help 
people in the church, in local communities, and around the world? Explore the possibilities by  
talking to Lance Scarafia, Evangelistic Minister:  (716) 970-0170 / s6al99@aol.com. 
 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord.”  1 Corinthians 12: 4-5 

 

HAPPENING AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN IN BUFFALO 
 
The Evangelism Team of Holy Trinity in Buffalo invites you to a reflection on the question:  
Who is My Neighbor?     Saturday, July 9, 1-4 pm.   Re-Introducing Ourselves to the  
Communities in which we sit: Theological and Practical Reflections       
Presenter: The Rev. Dr. Christian Scharen, Mission Pastor at St. Lydia’s Dinner Church, Brooklyn, 
NY.    There is no cost to attend; please contact the church office (info@holytrinitybuffalo.org) 
indicating the number of people coming from your ‘neighborhood.’  
Location: 1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 (716-886-2400).  
 

But wanting to justify himself, (the lawyer) asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Luke 10:29 

Augustana welcomes visitors and new members! 
 

If you would like more information about Augustana or would like someone to pray with you, 
please call Pastor Fred (716) 984-8541 or Lance Scarafia, Evangelistic Minister (716) 970-0170. 

 

mailto:info@holytinitybuffalo.org


 

HAPPENING AT TRINITY OLD LUTHERAN (TOL) 
 

 

Adult Retreat: Creation and Creativity 
 

A time to gather again in fellowship, laughter and prayer 
 

Sept. 30, Oct. 1, 2     Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center 
Open to all who are 18+       Retreat Coordinator: Charlie Schmidtke  

 

Time: Friday, Sept. 30: Gathering begins at 6:00 PM.  Program begins at 7:00 PM   
followed by socializing and fellowship - bring your own drinks and snacks 
Sat., Oct. 1: 8:30 Breakfast - Programming throughout the day.  Evening for socializing + fellowship 
Sun., Oct. 2: 8:30 Breakfast, program and worship.  Depart by Noon. 
 

Cost and packages:  Prices subject to change  
Option 1: Friday through Sunday—                                  Room for 2 nights and 4 meals: 
                  One person in a single room: $170                 One person in double room:   $110 
Option 2: Fri. through Sat. night or Sat. through Sun.    Room for 1 night and 4 meals: 
       One person in a single room: $100                  One person in double room:   $70 
Option 3: Meals only: $30 
 

Reservations: Sign up on bulletin board at TOL or Contact Trinity Old Lutheran 836-4868 or Charlie 
Schmidtke at 694-1335 or schmidtkecharles@gmail.com.  Payment due by Sept. 30.  Make checks 
payable to Charles Schmidtke please. Information sheets will be sent to everyone who registers. 
 

 

Adult Education 2022-2023:        Who is the Real Jesus? 
 

In the next adult education program at TOL we will be looking at who the “Real Jesus” may be. 
We’ll review some biblical passages but, for the most part, we’ll look at sources and writings that 
are not included in the bible.  For example, we’ll examine what the Coptic and Armenian churches 
teach about their beliefs in Jesus’ childhood and life.  We’ll delve into his childhood and young 
adult life from a variety of sources. For example, who was in his family (nuclear and extended) and 
what happened when he was 12? What do other gospels and letters not included in the bible tell us 
about who He was. I hope you will find these topics interesting.  
 

Sept. 12: The Bible’s two different Nativity stories  Sept. 26:Coptic stories of Jesus’ childhood (I)    
Oct. 10: The Coptic stories of Jesus’ childhood (II)  Oct. 24: The Gnostic stories of Jesus’ childhood 
Nov. 7:  Temple or Mount of Olives?                   Nov. 21: Jesus’ young adulthood: Nazareth or India? 
Dec. 5: Jesus’ family and his Jewish roots           Jan. 16 - Elizabeth/Mary and John/Jesus          
Jan. 30 – The Essenes influence on Jesus            Feb. 13 – Jesus according to Thomas and Judas                   
Feb. 27 – The Armenian Jesus                               March 13 – Jesus and Mary Magdalene 
March 27 – What the Q documents tell us         April 10 – Jesus and John, the Apostle 
April 24 – How the Gospels were selected          May 8 – The Council of Nicea 

 

Worship is at 11:00 on Sundays, in the church and on Zoom.  
836-4868  /  trinityoldlutheranchurch@gmail.com / 3445 Sheridan Drive, Amherst, 14226 

Contact TOL for a Zoom invite for Sunday worship. 



 
Some Synod Assembly 2022 Highlights:  Generous Love 

 
Johanna Andritz represented Augustana at the Upstate NY Synod Assembly in Rochester in 
early June. We are happy that she was able to attend and grateful that she took notes 
which we are now able to share:  
 

The worship services were beautiful.  The first service used All Creation Sings 
 
Monday’s final registration was 247 voting members. It was good to see so many attend. 
 
The churchwide assembly:  Embody the World will be held 8/8 – 12 in Columbus, Ohio 
 
The Youth Gathering will resume in 2024.  The location will soon be announced, I believe.  
 
WELCA 2023 Assembly is planned, also a fall assembly 
 
LCLC is the only Lutheran camp in Upstate NY.  Lee M. Lindeman, the executive director, invited eve-
ryone in our synod to come and something would be worked out with housing, transportation… 
 
If I understood correctly, we raised over $30,000 for ELCA World Hunger!  WOW! 
 
Bishop Lee Miller invited everyone to wear “bedazzled” masks and for each mask, he and his family 
would donate $5.  (I did wear one!)  The bishop rounded the amount to $1,000 --- for World Hunger 
We were also invited to bring change for Change for Change (mission development).  Over $500 was 
raised.  That money will go for mission development in Buffalo. 
 
The representative from the churchwide ELCA was Kimberly Vaughn.  She spoke well. (A video from 
our presiding bishop was also shown.) She spoke of the future goals for the church:  to be a welcom-
ing church, strive for a relevant church, raise the bar of connectedness and sustainability together. 
(something like that) 
 
If we are a RIC (reconciling in Christ) congregation, please let the Gender Justice Task Force now. 
Several churches in the area were recognized for special anniversaries (Lord of Life, Amherst Luther-
an, St. Peter’s and more). 
 
Pastor Fred was recognized for his special 30th anniversary, among many others.  WOO HOO! 
 
SAM’s (synodical assisting ministers, I believe) were voted to be voting members at assembly. 

 

Continued, next page 



Synod Assembly notes, continued:  
 
An addiction resolution passed. 
 
Our synod’s gift to the wider church has been lowered.  It is our hope that we can increase this  
giving. 
 
There were presentations from Zimbabwe and Zambia, our global companions. 
 
Tom Madden was elected as Vice President.  (close vote) 
 

Other considerations (that caught my ears): 
 
What will our congregation do this year to eradicate racism and (??? Not sure what was said ---
maybe white supremacy) worldview? 
 
The treasurer said: mission was put first 
 
Perhaps invite a member of the Racial Task force to speak to our congregation. 
 
All kindness begins with a sown seed. 
 
Tell the old, old story in a new way. 
 
What’s so good about Jesus? 
 
What’s so good about Christ is risen and returning? 
 
 
We continue to strive for God’s reign and God’s justice. 
 
There is hope. 
 

There was much more.  I believe there will be a report from the synod. 
 

I am very thankful to have been able to represent our congregation and missed spending time  
with Linda Sokoley!   
 
In Christ, 
 
Johanna K. Andritz 
 



Augustana Lutheran Church 
 

3143 Eggert Road    Tonawanda, NY 14150 
 

   Church Office:   (716) 832-5720 /  augustchurch@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Fred Kopp: (716) 984-8541 / augustchurchpastor@yahoo.com 
 

www.augustanaonline.org 
 

Facebook @augustanatonawanda     Instagram @augustanalutheranchurchtonny 

 

July and August Dates to Remember at Augustana 
 

July 8         (Friday): 10-11:30 Pastor Fred’s Bible Study, Philippians, in Augustana and on Zoom 
July 10       (Sunday): Augustana worships at TOL at 11:00, followed by celebration in honor of  
                   Pastor Fred’s ordination anniversary. No worship at Augustana on this date. 
July 14      (Thursday): Council Meeting, Zoom @ 7 pm. 
July 26      (Tuesday): Christian Cancer Support Group, 3 – 4 pm, in Augustana and Zoom. 
August 14 (Sunday): Special Congregational Meeting after worship to vote on revised constitution.  
August 23 (Tuesday): Christian Cancer Support Group, 3-4 pm, in Augustana and Zoom. 

Covid Health and Safety Update: Coffee Hours in the church are back!   
 

Coffee hours have resumed, every other week.  July coffee hours:  7/3, 17, 31. August: 14, 28. The 

complete schedule is on the bulletin board in the church entry hall.  Masks are optional in the 

church and during coffee hour.  For questions about Covid precautions and practices, contact  

Paulette through the church office. If you start to feel sick or test positive for Covid after you have 

been in church, contact Beth Kerr (716-553-0385). Beth has been trained as a contract tracer. 

Thank you for your offerings and donations.  
You can give your offering at church, US mail it to church, or give online through Tithe.ly.  

(For information on Tithe.ly, see our website: augustanaonline.org.) 

Happy Times magazine for kids, Aug. and Sept. 
 

and Christ In Our Homes daily  
devotionals for adults, July—Sept.  

 

Available in the church entry hall, or you can  
contact the church office to have one mailed to you  

Prayer Partner: After the worship service Lance Scarafia, Evangelistic Minister, can pray with you  
confidentially at the side altar. 
 

Home Visits: Lance is also able to visit people at home. He will give you communion and can offer 

prayers or readings. Masks are required during the Prayer Partner time and home visits.  

Please contact Lance if you have questions or would like to schedule a home visit: (716) 970-0170. 


